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5 interesting faĐts aďout George Orwell you didn’t know 

 

Eric Arthur Blair, famous with his pen name George Orwell was born in Bengal, India in the 

year 1903. He was a prominent novelist, critic, occasional poet, essayist and journalist 

kŶoǁŶ foƌ his ǁoƌks ͞Animal Farm͟ aŶd ͞NiŶeteeŶ Eighty-fouƌ͟. His fatheƌ ǁas a Bƌitish Điǀil 
seƌǀaŶt ǁith ǁhoŵ Blaiƌ ĐouldŶ͛t eǀeƌ foƌŵ aŶy gƌeat assoĐiatioŶ ďeĐause theƌe ǁeƌe less 
͚fatheƌ-soŶ͛ eŶĐouŶteƌs ďetǁeeŶ theŵ uŶtil he ƌetiƌed iŶ the yeaƌ ϭ9ϭϮ. WheŶ Aƌthuƌ ǁas 
one year old, his mother took him to England and he received education in England. Due to 

financial issues he had to join India Imperial Police Force during the year 1922 and served 

for a span of five years in Burma. He resigned and took writing seriously, moved to Paris and 

ǁƌote his fiƌst ďook, ͞DoǁŶ aŶd Out iŶ Paƌis aŶd LoŶdoŶ͟ and before its publication he took 

the name of George Orwell. Below are the 5 facts you should know about George Orwell, 

who was a master in dealing with heavy themes such as fascism, communism and 

imperialism. 

1. The pseudonym George Orwell was chosen by Eric Blair by short listing many names 

like H. Leǁis Allǁays, KeŶŶeth Miles, aŶd P.“. BuƌtoŶ. Hoǁeǀeƌ, he Đhose ͞Geoƌge͟ 
after St. George and George V – kiŶg at the tiŵe. The ͞Oƌǁell͟ ǁas takeŶ afteƌ the 
river present in Suffolk. 

2. Orwell was involved in the Spanish Civil war between 1936-1937 and he fought for 

the Republicans who were against the Nationalist forces of General Franco. 

Unfortunately, he got shot in the neck and he was afraid of losing his voice. 

Hoǁeǀeƌ, it ǁasŶ͛t the Đase aŶd Oƌǁell ƌeĐoǀeƌed as the bullet missed the main 

artery. With the injury Orwell sustained, he never again fought and concentrated on 

writing. 

3. As Orwell could no longer fight, he joined the BBC in the year 1941 voicing the 

broadcast of propaganda radio programs. He was not satisfied with the functioning 

of the BBC, ǁhiĐh he Đoŵpaƌed to a hyďƌid of asyluŵ aŶd giƌls͛ sĐhool. Theƌefoƌe, 
Oƌǁell Ƌuit his positioŶ iŶ ϭ9ϰϯ aŶd joiŶed as a liteƌaƌy editoƌ foƌ the ͞TƌiďuŶe͟ 
newspaper. 

4. The Ŷoǀel ͞NiŶeteeŶ Eighty-Fouƌ͟ ǁith a totalitaƌiaŶ setup consists of a room (Room 

101) which contains the worst nightmares. Did you know that while Orwell was 

working at the BBC Broadcasting House, he worked in the room 101. It was no mere 

accident that Orwell used this in his novel, as he felt frustrated while working for the 

BBC. 

5. George Orwell had great interest in tea. His liking for tea can be seen in his guide 

puďlished iŶ the yeaƌ ϭ9ϰϲ iŶ the ͞EǀeŶiŶg “taŶdaƌd͟. The guide ǁas titled ͞A NiĐe 
Đup of Tea͟ aŶd it ĐoŶtaiŶed ŵaŶy tips aďout ŵakiŶg the peƌfeĐt tea. He even 

included some hilarious comments on not-so-preferable teas such as the army tea, 

ǁhiĐh he felt tasted like ͞gƌease aŶd ǁhiteǁash͟. 

In 1947, Orwell was diagnosed with tuberculosis and ever since battled against tuberculosis. 

A bullet to his neĐk ĐouldŶ͛t kill hiŵ, ďut the disease killed hiŵ iŶ ϭ9ϱϬ. Hoǁeǀeƌ, a ǁƌitiŶg 
career of seventeen years ensured that George Orwell left a mark for himself in the history 

of literature. 

http://classicalartsuniverse.com/george-orwell-animal-farm-summary-analysis/

	5 interesting facts about George Orwell you didn’t know

